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PA James Introduces Legislation to Assist 
Seniors and People with Disabilities with Snow 

Removal  

 

Bill Would Establish Assistance Programs and Cut Fines for Failure to 
Remove Snow 

 

(New York, NY)— Today, Public Advocate Letitia James introduced legislation 

requiring the New York City Department of Sanitation (DSNY) to establish a 

program to assist seniors and people with disabilities with snow removal, and 

cutting fines for failure to remove snow from sidewalks by at least fifty percent for 

these individuals. In another year of remarkable snowfall, DSNY has so far 

issued more than 10,000 tickets to homeowners for failure to clear snow. 
 

“It is the responsibility of government to ensure the safety of all New Yorkers,” 

said Public Advocate Letitia James. “In this case, that means both ensuring that 

all of our sidewalks are clear and ensuring that our seniors and the disabled do 

not injure themselves in an attempt to avoid hefty fines. We must expand our 

resources - using existing networks of paid workers and volunteer services - to 

help clean up the snow. This legislation is an important step in making our city 

safer and more livable for everyone.” 

 

A key change included in the Public Advocate’s bill is to improve payment for 

volunteers by contracting with non-profit organizations to assist with snow 

removal from sidewalks and curb cuts. Under the current program, single-day 

workers often wait 4-8 weeks for payment, which discourages many from 

participating in this important work.  

 

The Public Advocate’s legislation amends Administrative Code sections 16-123 

and adds section 16-124.2. 
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